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Abstract:

BACKGROUND: Adaptation will be necessary to cope with the impacts of climate change on the health of
Canadians. Civil society organizations (CSOs) have an important role in health adaptation, but it is unknown
what actions they are undertaking. OBJECTIVES: To identify and examine what adaptations are being
developed by CSOs to adapt to the health effects of climate change based on a systematic review of the
activities of 190 organizations and 1196 reported adaptation actions. RESULTS: There were six key
findings: (1) health adaptation actions are predominantly led by environmental CSOs; (2) most actions are
occurring at national and regional levels; (3) food and/or water contamination and air quality are dominant
climate change stimuli for action; (4) responses predominantly reflect awareness and research activities,
with limited evidence of substantive intervention; (5) consideration of vulnerable groups is limited; and (6)
climate change is usually considered alongside other factors, if at all. CONCLUSIONS: The results indicate
a deficit in terms of what needs to be done for health adaptation and what is being done; part of a broader
adaptation deficit in Canada. Coordinated adaptation planning at federal and provincial level is needed,
involving collaboration between CSOs and public health bodies.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.puhe.2013.02.004   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Quality

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  
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Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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